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Message from the Principal, Dr. Maguire
Return to School Planning
On Monday, Superintendent Burkhead presented to the school committee regarding the Return to
School framework. He told the audience that we are starting to have conversations about the move
from the Orange Phase, which is hybrid learning, to the Yellow Phase, which is in person with safety
protocols.

The Yellow Phase has been further broken down into 3 phases: Phase 1 is about bringing students
back on Wednesdays (March). Phase 2 is about returning K-5 back to school full time (end of March
as a goal). Phase 3 is about returning 6-12 back to school full time (TBD timeframe).

I'm sure this brings up lots of questions for students, families, and teachers- I know it does for building
and district leadership as well. Superintendent Burkhead is in discussions with leaders regarding the
framework. He has solicited feedback from families and teachers thus far, and we are working to
determine what information we should seek from students in survey format, as well. The high school
also plans to run focus groups after vacation to speak directly with students about school reopening
in general, not just Wednesdays... whether it's in the spring or the fall, we'll need to plan for that time
when everyone returns to school, and how to support students through that process.

At this time, my focus as a building leader is on the return to Wednesday as a school day. I believe this
is an important step for the high school to continue to meet DESE's requirements for structured
learning time (Recently updated to 5.5 hours/day, 55 hours/every two weeks). I've heard from parents
that Wednesday does not feel like a school day, despite the time teachers have dedicated to o�ce
hours. I also know that a lot of time and effort goes into planning and implementing every school day,
and this is no exception for our hardworking educators.

We are currently looking into running an A Week (A cohort attends Mon, Tues, Wed.) and B Week (B
Cohort attends Wed, Thurs, Fri) Wednesday rotation. Within the day, I have advocated to preserve the
late start SHS enjoyed pre-pandemic.

I also believe that Homebase is a non-negotiable. We need to connect with students in an advisory
capacity, and it's currently the only day we do so. It is a collective opportunity for everyone to take a
breath in the middle of the day. We will work with H Block teachers to work through the logistics of
holding H Block in person.



Teachers are submitting feedback to me regarding possible schedule options, and we are also looking
at ways Wednesday could a day in which student connections and support are put to the forefront of
our agendas. Some teachers have been incorporating such measures as check-ins and catch up days
periodically into their schedules (shoutout to Ms. Szymaniak!). It's my hope that regardless of what
schedule we decide to pursue, that we also consider ways to reduce the stress of the return and to
increase academic and social-emotional outcomes for our students as we continue to move forward
in our return to school. I have also invited teachers to meet with me after vacation to discuss our
Wednesday options in more detail.

Superintendent Burkhead plans to update the community on the Reopening Framework at the
February 22nd School Committee Meeting.

Have a restful and rejuvenating February break!

Your partner in education,

Dr. Maguire

2/15/21-2/19/21: Winter Break (It's here!)



Notice to All Parent Pick-Ups
Please do not use Cedarwood Road for student drop-off and pick-
ups.. The street is narrow and now that there is snow, it is not wide
enough for 2 cars to pass. The cars parked on the street near the
path make it dangerous. This practice creates a dangerous situation
for the kids that walk and for drivers, and is not fair to and cause for
complaint from the residents of Cedarwood Road. Please help us by
using the high school main entrance as your pick-up point for
students.

Senior Harbor Academy Development
Catering to Seniors
We have seen a number of students who were more successful in the �rst quarter, yet their second
quarter showed grades which are signi�cantly lower. For other students, the entire �rst semester was
a struggle. Simply put, there is a population of students who are failing multiple classes and need more
help. We always work with struggling students, but struggling during a Pandemic is just one more
point of stress for students and families. At this time, we believe the best way to help is to start with
our seniors and ensure graduation requirements are met through the development of a series of
supports and structures for this small population of our SHS seniors.

We are excited to share the details of the Senior Harbor Academy with you and hope it will become a
useful opportunity for students, while assisting teachers in meeting the needs of our vulnerable
learners. We are hopeful this program will help students target key assignments, streamline
communication, focus their efforts during study hall blocks, and help hold them accountable during
the school day, most importantly through daily check-ins. A daily morning check-in, from a social-
emotional standpoint, will help set these students on the path to success. The goal is through more
structures as well as more personalized supervision and relationships, these struggling seniors will
steady their course toward graduation.

This is in addition to regular school and it is not a sub-separate program. Our team is made up of
departments chairs, our adjustment counselor, athletic director and administrators, and each student
has selected their “Person,” an adult to connect with for their daily check-in.

Our vision for the future is to use the data collected in this pilot program and apply it to the students in
need from all grades to develop an Alternative High School-Within-A-School program for students in
need.
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National Merit Scholarship
Scituate High School is proud to announce that Ethan Doty, '21 has met
all requirements to advance to the Finalist standing in the competition.

The National Merit Scholarship Program is an annual academic
competition for recognition and college undergraduate scholarships,
based on their Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying
Test (PSAT/NMSQT) scores.

According to the National Merit Scholarship Program (NMSC), "over 1.5 million juniors in about 21,000
high schools entered the 2021 National Merit Scholarship Program by taking the 2019 Preliminary
SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test (PSAT/NMSQT®), which served as an initial screen of
program entrants. The nationwide pool of Semi�nalists, representing less than one percent of U.S.

Happy New Year!
Today is Lunar New Year. Many Asian countries celebrate this holiday. 2021 is the Year of the Ox. The
ox is a hardworking zodiac sign that represents movement.

What you do on the �rst day of the New Year is believed to represent things all year long. So, it’s
encouraged that you make today a good one!

The Lunar New Year is the beginning of a calendar year whose months are cycles of the moon.
Unlike the New Year's Day that always falls on Jan 1st based on the Gregorian calendar, the Lunar
New Year's Day falls on different days each year. The Chinese New Year is also known as the Lunar
New Year or the Spring Festival. However, this festival is not only celebrated in China but also in other
Asian countries such as Vietnam and Korea. Instead of the Chinese New Year, the phrase "Lunar New
Year" is commonly used in non-Chinese countries.
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high school seniors, includes the highest-scoring entrants in each state. The number of Semi�nalists in
a state is proportional to the state’s percentage of the national total of graduating seniors.

From the Assistant Principals Luette (9&10) and Hughes (11&12)
Remote attendance has been a struggle for students this year. If a student shows up to their �rst
period VP (Virtually Present), It will mark them VP for the day. Some students might not show up to
some of their other classes during the day because their daily attendance has them marked as VP. We
do not have the ability with the new codes added in Aspen this year to run accurate reports for class
attendance. If you would like to see your students class attendance in Aspen, click on the Attendance
tab at the top of the page. All classes should show up on the screen. Choose the class you would like
to check the attendance for. Click on the Attendance tab to the left hand side of the page. Class
attendance should appear.
Class codes are as follows.
A - In school Absent
P - In school Present
E - Excused
VA - Virtually Absent
VP - Virtually Present
AVP - Cohort should be in school but logged in class Virtually Present
C - Cut Class 
If you have any questions or concerns about your students' class attendance, please contact the
teacher for that speci�c class. Class attendance is also run through google meet which keeps
accurate information of when a student logs into and out of class.

News from the Fine Arts Department
Community Partnership:
The SHS Art Department is preparing for their annual collaboration with the Front Street Art
Gallery/Scituate Art Association. On March 4th, participating student artists will have their work on
display at the Front Street Art Gallery! In addition, students will gain real-world experience preparing
and presenting their artwork for this showing. Our students’ artwork will be on display throughout the
month of March...come check it out!

Congratulations to the following students who will be representing Scituate at the 2021
Massachusetts All-State Music Festival:

Caitlin Bruscino Grade 10 Chorus
Sam Lauer Grade 12 Band
Duncan McConaughey Grade 12 Chorus

This year’s All-State festival will be virtual and will feature nationally recognized conductors, clinics and
masterclass sessions. In addition students will rehearse and record their speci�c music parts and
submit them for a virtual concert. The virtual concert will help students connect with each other and
celebrate making music as a group. Congratulations!



Honors Art by
Garrett Wasserman

Honors Art by
Monte Swart

Honors Art by
Makenna White

SHS Students Compete in DECA District
Competition

The DECA District Competition was held virtually this year and took place
last month with many of our high school business students taking part
in the event. The competition provides business students an opportunity
to apply what they are learning in class and showcase their business
skills by competing in various industry themed categories against other
students from 10 local high schools. Students are assessed through an
exam and a case study. The case studies are actual business situations requiring students to develop
a business plan solution and present to a judge to be scored. This year's presentations were
conducted virtually where students recorded their presentation through Google Meet, Zoom, or
Screencastify.

The following students �nished in the top four within their category qualifying for the DECA State
Competition in March:

Ethan Doty - Entrepreneurship (1st Overall-Highest Category Test Score)
William Bernier Apparel and Accessories Marketing (1st Overall)

MA All-State Music Festival
Congratulations to the following students who will be representing Scituate at the 2021
Massachusetts All-State Music Festival:

Caitlin Bruscino Grade 10 Chorus
Sam Lauer Grade 12 Band
Duncan McConaughey Grade 12 Chorus

This year’s All-State festival will be virtual and will feature nationally recognized conductors, clinics and
masterclass sessions. In addition students will rehearse and record their speci�c music parts and
submit them for a virtual concert. The virtual concert will help students connect with each other and
celebrate making music as a group. Congratulations!
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Matthew Minich - Restaurant Food Service Marketing
Lily Weichert - Restaurant Food Service Marketing
Carly Bolton - Sports and Entertainment Marketing
Johnny Kinsley - Principles of Marketing
Caitlyn Barry - Marketing Communication
Sarah Fogarty/Abby Norris - Sports Team Decision Making

Students in our DECA/Marketing Class have been creating business plans centered around an
entrepreneurial business venture or community service initiative. This Project-Based Learning
experience engages students to understand the varied elements which go into starting their own
business or community event. Drafts of their business plans are evaluated by the district DECA
advisors and are considered for quali�cation for the DECA State Competition where their �nal written
business plan and a student presentation is submitted to a judge to be scored.

The following groups have quali�ed for the DECA State Competition in March:

Andrew Belmarsh/James Cannon - Start-up Business Project
Charles Chisholm/Johnny Kinsley - Community Awareness Project
Stephanie Livingstone/Bailey Maescher/Maddie Donato - Start-up Business Project
Cullen Sheehan/Jack Yukselen - Start up Business Project
Ella Lewis/Kathleen Murray - Start-up Business Project
Ben Whitman/Connor Smith/Christian Pitten - Independent Business Project
Abby McMellen - Innovation Business Project

Congratulations to all the students who have participated and good luck at the next level!

The Scituation Farewell Messages to
Seniors
Senior Parents,

The Scituation staff wouldlike to offer you a chance to place a
farewell message for your favorite 2021 SHS garduate in the
souvenir Graduation Edition of SHS's news magazine, The
Scituation.

For details: Farewell Message to Seniors
Deadline: April 16, 2021

A Message from the Anti-Racism Club
Dear SHS students and families,

The incidents that have occurred at SHS over the course of the year have deeply affected families and
the student body and brought light upon issues deeply rooted within our community. A majority of
these incidents have been taken public and posted on social media for everyone to see. There have
been multiple instances where the �ne line between reporting an incident and harassing another
student has been crossed —whether it was intended or not. Racism, discrimination, and hate have no
place in our schools or town and are serious matters that are dealt with quickly and appropriately.
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When coming upon an incident of discrimination or harassment, students are advised to report it; yet,
videos of incidents still surface on social media. Even though as humans we feel like there must be
some social retribution that the perpetrator is faced with, the emotional drag that these posts have on
students that already feel marginalized is often not taken into consideration. One can replay an online
video over and over, hurting their soul a little more each time.

Rather than relying on social media as an outlet, students are urged to report incidents of
discrimination or harassment directly to a trusted adult. In addition, they can now also �le a report
using the new SHS Bias, Discrimination and Harassment Report Form, created in cooperation with
SHS Anti-Racism Club. This newly created form gives students another method of appropriately
reporting incidents to their school securely and con�dentially, while ensuring that the focus of the
investigation is on the incident itself —rather than the way someone went about reporting it. Restoring
to public shaming as a means of reporting should not, and never is a justi�able action; moreover, it
only results in disciplinary action against the reporter. Therefore, students are strongly encouraged to
take appropriate action when coming across an incident and report it through the form.

Whether students fear getting in trouble themselves, or they feel as though the administration is not
doing enough to punish the perpetrators, there is a myriad of reasons that there is still a feeling of
unsafety when it comes to reporting incidents, and a need to take actions into one’s own hands. And
so we ask our peers, friends, and fellow classmates to work together and trust each other and the
school. To appropriately report incidents of discrimination or harassment. This way we can slowly but
surely start to repair our school spirit and create a welcoming environment at Scituate High School —
free of judgment, bias, or discrimination.

Sincerely,

SHS Anti-Racism Club

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6_0UgrxUqUBoaF0k-c6JxYLjSWkFbO5hKTUNLib4aPpaWYQ/viewform?usp=sf_link


Many Communities, Many Stories Event
Please join us in reading the book, Don't Ask Me Where I'm From, followed by an event on February
25th. This event is a great opportunity for people to meet the author and learn about how and why she
wrote this book. More importantly, this is a chance for people in and around Scituate and Boston to
come together and delve into the complicated experience of being a Boston-resident student in the
METCO program. Please join us for a night that will open eyes, minds, and hearts!

School Counseling, Department Chair Rundle
Dear Juniors and Families,

Scituate High School is pleased to announce that it will host a school-based SAT on Wednesday, March
24, 2021 for current SHS juniors. We are excited to offer this administration, as testing locations for
this spring's SATs are sparse due to COVID-19.

At this time, payment is being accepted through the Unipay online payment system. In order to sit for
the exam, PAYMENT MUST BE MARCH 10, 2021. This deadline is �rm. Families in need of �nancial
assistance, should contact Tammy Rundle @ trundle@scit.org.

To access the on-line payment link, go to: https://scituate.k12.ma.us/
Choose:
District Info
Business O�ce
Online Payments

mailto:trundle@scit.org
https://scituate.k12.ma.us/


Scituate Public Schools
SAT
This will allow you to submit payment for the school-based SAT.
SAT with essay is $68.00
SAT without essay is $52.00
If you have any questions or concerns, please reach out to the School Counseling Department at 781-
545-8750 x11375 or contact your school counselor directly.

COLLEGE ADMISSIONS PANEL: The SHS School Counseling Department has teamed up with area
high schools to host a virtual College Admissions Panel on Wednesday, March 31, 2021. College
admissions o�cers will provide an overview of the post-secondary planning and college application
process. The following colleges/universities will be represented: UC San Diego, Providence College,
Bridgewater State University, UMASS Amherst, Quinnipiac University & Bates College.
Parents/Caregivers must register in advance at: https://forms.gle/u3SA6oiVZKJ4rVGF9

MOCK SAT/ACT Practice Tests: SHS has teamed up with Revolution Prep to provide a free live on-line
practice SAT and practice ACT for 10th and 11th grade for Scituate High School students.
SAT: Saturday, February 20th, 9am - 1pm
ACT: Saturday, March 20th, 9am - 1pm
To register visit www.revolutionprep.com/partners/749
Student may take a full-length practice test under timed conditions. A proctored practice exam will
help students build testing endurance and give them a real-time snapshot of their testing
performance. This virtual test will give your student the opportunity to work on pacing and endurance
in a safe setting that best simulates the test day environment. Students will take the test online with a
live proctor through Revolution Prep, and get a baseline score. Prior to the test, Revolution Prep will
send an email with details on how to access the testing materials, scoring app, and online testing
room. After the test scores are received immediately via the Revolution Prep scoring app and you’re
invited to review your student’s scores, for free, with our dedicated academic Advisor at a time
convenient for you. During the session, they will breakdown your child’s score to understand areas of
strength and weakness and develop a custom preparation plan. For questions, contact Revolution
Prep Advisor, David Zimbalist at 617.640.0744 or via email at David.Zimbalist@revolutionprep.com.

AP Exam Payments Now Being Accepted: Please be advised that payment for Advanced Placement
exams is now being accepted. The deadline to receive payment is February 19, 2021. Please note
that ONLY on-line credit card payments will be accepted this year. All families must pay through this
process. This year, the non-refundable fee, as determined by the College Board, is $95.00 per exam.
The fee for students on a free or reduced lunch program, as determined by the College Board, is
$53.00 per exam. Students may access the online payment system by clicking here:

https://unipaygold.unibank.com/transactioninfo.aspx?TID=26917
The on-line payment system will be available through February 19, 2021 only. Note there is a minimal
service fee associated with this process. Students must take the AP Exam(s) on its scheduled date
and time as outlined by the College Board. AP exams cannot be rescheduled.
If you have any questions about the payment process, or about the AP program, please do not
hesitate to contact Ms. Rundle, AP Coordinator, in the School Counseling Department. If any family is
unable to meet these requirements for �nancial reasons, they should contact Ms. Rundle directly. She
may be reached at trundle@scit.org or at (781) 545-8750 x11370. If you have questions about exam
content and expectations, please refer your questions to your AP content teacher. In addition, refer to
the College Board website at collegeboard.org for general information about the Advanced Placement
program.
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PEAR Tip of the Week
This week we're focusing on Assertiveness:
During this time it may feel like there is very little in our lives we have
control over, while at the same time the decisions we can make feel much
more high stakes than usual. (Deciding whether or not to go to a party
could have life or death consequences!) In this context it can be helpful
to try creating new systems for things within your control. Rearrange
the furniture, or the way you organize your books. Switch who in your
family does which household tasks for a few weeks, or change the order
of things you do in your morning routine. Switching things up, even in
little ways, can bring back a bit of that sense of control that we’re
missing.
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